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Stewardship #3 
Principle of Putting God First 

  
To tithe means to give the first fruits of your increase.  It 
means one-tenth. Tithing is giving one-tenth of the first fruits 
of increase. 
  

Gen 14:8-12 NKJV 
8 And the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king 
of Admah, the king of Zebolim, and the king of Bela (that 
is, Zoar) went out and joined together in battle in the 
Valley of Siddim  9 against Chedorlaomer king of Elam, 
Tidal king of nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch 
king of Ellasar — four kings against five. 10 Now the 
Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits; and the kings of 
Sodom and Gomorrah fled; some fell there, and the 
remainder fled to the mountains. 11 Then they took all the 
goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, 
and went their way. 12 They also took Lot, Abram's 
brother's son who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and 
departed. 

            
Gen 14:14;16-17 NKJV 
14 Now when Abram heard that his brother was taken 
captive, he armed his three hundred and eighteen trained 
servants who were born in his own house, and went in 
pursuit as far as Dan.  16 So he brought back all the 
goods, and also brought back his brother Lot and his 
goods, as well as the women and the people. 17 And the 
king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of 
Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley), after his return from 
the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with 
him. 

            
Gen 14:18-23 NKJV 
18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and 
wine; he was the priest of God Most High. 19 And he 
blessed him and said: "Blessed be Abram of God Most 
High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20 And blessed be 
God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your 
hand." And he gave him a tithe of all. 21 Now the king of 
Sodom said to Abram, "Give me the persons, and take the 
goods for yourself." 22 But Abram said to the king of 
Sodom, "I have raised my hand to the Lord, God Most 
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High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I will 
take nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I 
will not take anything that is yours, lest you should say, 'I 
have made Abram rich' —            

  
Gal 3:29 NIV 
29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, 
and heirs according to the promise. 

            
Heb 7:8-10 
8 Here mortal men receive tithes, but there he receives 
them, of whom it is witnessed that he lives. 9 Even Levi, 
who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, so to 
speak, 10 for he was still in the loins of his father when 
Melchizedek met him.           

  
What does Jesus do as High Priest? 
  
1. Makes intercession for us 
  

Heb 7:22-25 NKJV 
22 by so much more Jesus has become a surety of a 
better covenant. 23 Also there were many priests, 
because they were prevented by death from continuing. 
24 But He, because He continues forever, has an 
unchangeable priesthood. 25 Therefore He is also able to 
save to the uttermost those who come to God through 
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. 

            
2. Mediator of our covenant 
  

Heb 8:6 NLT 
6 But now Jesus, our High Priest, has been given a 
ministry that is far superior to the old priesthood, for he is 
the one who mediates for us a far better covenant with 
God, based on better promises. 

            
Tithing is a foundational principle to build upon. 
  
3. Gives mercy and grace in time of need 
  

Heb 4:15-16 NLT 
15 This High Priest of ours understands our weaknesses, 
for he faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not 
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sin. 16 So let us come boldly to the throne of our gracious 
God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find 
grace to help us when we need it most.       

  
4. Brings His word to pass that you confess in faith 
  

Heb 3:1-2 NKJV 
3 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly 
calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 
confession, Christ Jesus… 
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