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Taking the Limits off God #3
(Living by Faith)

Ps 78:40-41 NKJV

40 How often they provoked Him in the wilderness, and grieved Him
in the desert! 41 Yes, again and again they tempted God, and limited
the Holy One of Israel.

Heb 4:1-2 MSG

4 For as long, then, as that promise of resting in him pulls us on to
God's goal for us, we need to be careful that we're not disqualified. 2
We received the same promises as those people in the wilderness,
but the promises didn't do them a bit of good because they didn't
receive the promises with faith.

Everything comes down to one question: What does God say about this in
His Word?

Luke 6:46-49 MSG

46 ""Why are you so polite with me, always saying ‘Yes, sir," and
‘That's right, sir," but never doing a thing | tell you? 47 These words
I speak to you are not mere additions to your life, homeowner
improvements to your standard of living. They are foundation words,
words to build a life on. 48 "If you work the words into your life, you
are like a smart carpenter who dug deep and laid the foundation of
his house on bedrock. When the river burst its banks and crashed
against the house, nothing could shake it; it was built to last. 49 But
if you just use my words in Bible studies and don't work them into
your life, you are like a dumb carpenter who built a house but
skipped the foundation. When the swollen river came crashing in, it
collapsed like a house of cards. It was a total loss.™

1 John 5:4 NKJV
4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the
victory that has overcome the world — our faith.

Understanding Faith
1. Faith is reality

Heb 11:1-3 NKJV

11 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 3
By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of
God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things
which are visible.
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Faith is the ability to see what is real; it is not physical reality but spiritual
reality.

2 Kings 6:11-17 NKJV

11 Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was greatly troubled by
this thing; and he called his servants and said to them, "Will you not
show me which of us is for the king of Israel?” 12 And one of his
servants said, ""None, my lord, O king; but Elisha, the prophet who is
in Israel , tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in your
bedroom.” 13 So he said, "Go and see where he is, that | may send
and get him." And it was told him, saying, ""Surely he is in Dothan."
14 Therefore he sent horses and chariots and a great army there,
and they came by night and surrounded the city. 15 And when the
servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there was an
army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots. And his servant
said to him, "Alas, my master! What shall we do?" 16 So he
answered, ""Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than
those who are with them.” 17 And Elisha prayed, and said, "Lord, 1
pray, open his eyes that he may see.” Then the Lord opened the eyes
of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of
horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

Faith reaches over into the spiritual world & brings what is already
spiritually true into physical reality.
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